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Education Policy: Smriti Hints at 'Course 

Correction'  

By Express News Service  

Published: 25th August 2014 06:00 AM  

  

Union minister for HRD Smriti Zubin Irani listens to Keshav Memorial group of 

institutions president L Narasimha Reddy at a symposium on ‘Restructuring our 

education system with Bhartiya perspective of values’ in Hyderabad on Sunday. 

Satish Dhawan Space Centre director MYS Prasad is at right. | A SURESH KUMAR  

HYDERABAD: The Union government will undertake “course correction” in the current 

education policy of the country and make changes to the previous models, if need be, to suit 

the needs of the modern world, human resource development minister Smriti Irani has said. 
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Participating in a symposium organised by  Keshav Memorial Educational Society here on 

Sunday to commemorate 75 years of its establishment, she said that a national debate would 

be held across the country to bring about changes to the current framework of education and 

efforts would be made to elicit the views of academics in all respects. 

Speaking on ‘Restructuring our education system with Bharateeya perspective of values’, she 

said that The National Policy on Education (NPE), being followed now, was formulated in 

1986. To bring about a resurgence in India’s educational sector, the country needed a new 

education policy set in the context of 2014, she remarked. 

According to her, the new education policy would factor in new aspirations and possibilities 

of the younger generation and would help the country fulfil the ‘Make in India’ dream voiced 

by prime minister Narendra Modi in his Independence Day speech. 

Matrubhasha Divas: On the lines of Sanskrit Week previously held on August 7 and 13 

across the country,  all schools affiliated to CBSE will celebrate Matrubhasha Divas on 

February 21 next year to honour one’s mother tongue. She appealed to all schools across the 

country to be part of the initiative. 

Celebrate Our Culture: The Union minister said that it is important for the younger generation 

to integrate one’s culture into their daily lives. “Today, young people read about international 

celebrities on the Internet. But they do not think about their own past glory and leaders who 

helped all of us to be one nation and bear one flag despite the differences. It is time we 

celebrate our culture,” Irani concluded. 
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Centre to initiate debate on ‘course 

correction’ 

Special Correspondent  

 

High Court of Judicature (Hyderabad) Judge L. Narasimha Reddy having a word with Union Minister 

Smriti Irani during a symposium in Hyderabad on Sunday.- PHOTO: NAGARA GOPAL  

Union Minister for Human Resource Development Smriti Zubin Irani has said a course 

correction of the country’s education policy is required to “make an India of made in India” 

possible. 

As part of that, a debate will be initiated across the country soon on formulating the new 

education policy. 

Ms. Irani said that last time, the national education policy was formulated in 1986, but for an 

India of new aspirations and possibilities in 2014, a new education policy was required to 

build a resurgent nation which would be stronger, resilient and humane. 

State-wise and region-wise national debate will be initiated soon and the deliberations would 

study the ill-effects of the initiatives undertaken in the past and formulate the new education 

policy with a vision for the future, she stated. 

Speaking at a symposium on ‘Restructuring of our education system with Bharatiya 

perspective of values’ as part of the platinum jubilee celebrations of Keshav Memorial 
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Educational Society here on Sunday, the Union Minister said it was unfortunate that the 

present day youth, particularly students who Google international celebrities, did not 

recognise the nation’s intrinsic self and its legends. 

There is a need to remember the nation’s past and to pay humble respect to those who laid 

down their lives to enable us to live under a one flag-one nation, Ms. Irani said. 

She requested students to find some time and space in their busy schedule to respect the 

nation’s greats and celebrate their wisdom. 

‘Matrubhasha Diwas’ 

Stating that the HRD Ministry had decided to celebrate ‘Matrubhasha Diwas’ (mother tongue 

day) on February 21 next year in all CBSE schools, Kendriya and Navodaya Vidyalayas, the 

Union Minister suggested that the institutes of higher learning also participate. 

Director of SHAR, M.Y.S. Prasad, said that science could not be indifferent to values and 

ethics and all scientists and engineers should have certain fundamental values to help the 

society. Prof. Pradeep Kumar of IIT-Hyderabad, chairman of KMES, Justice L. Narasimha 

Reddy, and others spoke. 
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National education policy to be finalised 

soon says Smriti Irani 

 
Union HRD minister Smriti Irani (Photo: PTI/File)  

Hyderabad: The Union HRD minister Smriti Irani said that a new National Education Policy 

will be formulated soon. 

The NEP being followed currently in the country was formulated in 1986 and modified in 

1992. 

Ms Irani was speaking at a symposium on “Restructuring Education with Bharateeya 

Perspective of Values” at the Keshav Memorial Institute of Technology here. 

She said that the country needed a new NEP reflecting the aspirations of the country in this 

age. 

“We need course correction. And for that we will initiate national debate, deliberations at the 

state, national and regional levels to find the ills of the past National Education Policy and 

formulate a new policy,” Ms Irani added. 
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“How much of the education that we are receiving today lets us reflect on life? Today, we can 

always find a teacher, but it is hard to find a guru,” she said, adding, “The country is steeped 

in legend but we don’t celebrate the legends of our country. I had called a meeting with the 

CBSE chairman and asked if we could have an essay competition on Pingali Venkaiah. Other 

officials didn’t know who he was.” 

Officials added that the focus would be on skill development in the new NEP that would be 

formulated after the Cabinet expansion at the Centre. 

“More focus will be on skill development. They are also planning a new ministry of skill 

development. The NEP will be finalised after that,” a senior AICTE official said. 

Speaking at the symposium earlier, Hyderabad High Court judge, Justice L. Narasimha 

Reddy, said, "Historians like Max Muller were astonished to see the education system in 

India. From then, we have drifted to this unfortunate situation." 

Director of Satish Dhawan Space Centre Dr M.Y.S. Prasad said, "Development in the space 

field was possible because of unselfish people. People should have the commitment that the 

result of their work should lead to the betterment of society." 
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